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NATIONAL IDENTITY OF AUSTRIA AND GERMANY
IN ENSURING NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

The article examines the role of national identity in ensuring national and international security, using Austria and
Germany as case studies. National identity is considered a strategic intangible resource that influences social cohesion
and the state’s institutional and economic resilience, including its capacity to pursue long-term economic priorities and
to strengthen strategic autonomy. The national identity models of both countries and their relationship to contemporary
security challenges are analysed. The study substantiates the relationship among national identity, economic resilience,
and international stability. Its scientific novelty lies in considering national identity as a factor of the state’s strategic
capacity. It is determined that national identity can strengthen national security, economic resilience, and the state’s ability
to respond to contemporary challenges.
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Mapuenko Tersina BosionmmupiBaa
KaHOUOam eKOHOMIYHUX HAVK,
doyenm Kageopu MidHCHAPOOHOI eKOHOMIKU,
Yepriseyvkuil Hayionanvrutl yHieepcumem imeri FOpis @edvkosuua

HAOIOHAJIBHA ITEHTHYHICTDb ABCTPII TA HIMEYYHWHH
Y 3ABE3IIEYEHHI HAIIIOHAJIBHOI TA MIZ’KHAPOJHOI BE3ITEKHA

VY crarTi JOCTiIKEHO PO HALIOHATBHOI iICHTUYHOCT] y 3a0e3MedeHH] HaIllOHAIBHOT Ta MIKHApOTHOI OS3MeKH Ha
npuknaai ABctpii Ta HiMequnHN B yMOBaX Cy4acHUX IIOOABHUX 1 TEOMOMITHYHUX TpaHchopMariiif. MeToro qociimKeH-
Hs1 € BU3HAYCHHS 0COOMBOCTEH (DOpMYBaHHS HAIlIOHAIBHOT IICHTHYHOCTI 000X KpaiH Ta 00IpyHTYBaHHS ii B3a€MO3B’I3KY
13 CyCIIBHOIO 3ryPTOBAHICTIO, IHCTUTYIIITHOIO i €eKOHOMIYHOIO CTIHKICTIO, @ TAKOX 13 0E31IEKOBOIO CIIPOMOXKHICTIO Jiep-
’aB. ABTOPOM PO3IISIHYTO HAliOHAIBHY 1JIEHTUYHICTD SIK KOMIUIEKCHUH COIialIbHO-eKOHOMIYHMI (peHOMEH 1 sk cTpa-
TETIYHUM HemaTepialbHuI pecypc aepkasu. [IpoaHanmizoBaHo 0coOMMBOCTI (GpopMyBaHHS HALlIOHAIBHOI 1IE€HTHYHOCTI
Asctpii Ta HiMeyunHy, BIUTMB iCTOPUYHUX, IHCTUTYIIHHUX 1 COIiaThHO-€KOHOMIYHUX YMHHHUKIB Ha 11 CydJacHHH 3MiCT,
a TaKOX pOJIb €BPOMEUCHKOI iHTeTpamii Ta rmobamizamii B TpaHchopmanii Moneneii inentudikarii. HaykoBa HOBHM3HA
JOCIIDKCHHS TIOJISITAE Y CHCTEMHOMY PO3IIISi HAIIOHAIBHOI IICHTHYHOCTI SIK CTPATCTIYHOTO0 YMHHUKA HAIllOHAJIBHOT
Oe3reKy, sIKUI Yepe3 MexaHi3MH CyCIUIbHOT 3TrypTOBaHOCTI, IHCTUTYIIHHOT 10BIpH Ta EKOHOMIYHOI CTIMKOCTI BIUIMBA€E Ha
3[IaTHICTh JIepXKaBU 30epiraru cTpareriuHy CIpOMOXKHICTb B yMOBax HecTaOuibHOCTI. [IpakTHyHe 3HaUeHHS! OTPUMaHUX
pe3ynbTaTiB MONATAE Y MOXKIMBOCTI IXHBOTO BHKOPHUCTAHHS IiJ] yac (popMyBaHHS JIepKaBHOI MONITHKH y cdepax Ha-
[IOHATIFHOT OE3TeKH, COMiaIbHOI iHTerpallil, e(KOHOMIYHOI CTIHKOCTI Ta CTPATETiYHOTO PO3BUTKY. [lOpiBHIBHINA TOCBI
Asctpii Ta HiMeuuran Moxke OyTH BUKOPHCTAHWHA IS BH3HAYCHHS IHCTPYMEHTIB 3MIITHEHHS BHYTPIIIHBOI CTIHKOCTI
JiepkaBy 0e3 MPOTUCTABIICHHS HAIliOHAIBHOI 1JEeHTHYHOCTI MPOoIiecaM €BPOIEHCHKOT Ta MDKHAPOIHOT iHTerpaiii. Y pe-
3yJIBTATI JIOCHIJDKEHHSI BCTAHOBJICHO, 110 HAI[lOHAJIbHA 1JIGHTUYHICTh B YMOBaX Cy4aCHHUX OE3MEKOBHX BHKIHMKIB MOXE
OyTH Ba)XJIMBUM HEMaTepiallbHUM PeCypcoM JepkaBHOI cTikikocti. BusiieHo, mo crisibHOO Jutst ABctpii Ta HiMeuunnu
€ HeoOXiJHICTh MO€THAHHS HAIIOHAJIBHOI IIEHTHYHOCTI 3 IIUPIIUMHA €BPONIEHCHKIMH Ta IEMOKPATHYHUMH IIIHHOCTSIMH,
TOMI SIK BIIMIHHOCTI B iICTOPUYHOMY JOCBIJi Ta IHCTUTYIIIHHAX MOJENSIX 3yMOBIOIOTh CHICNN(DIKY BIAMOBIIHUX 11CHTH-
(ikariitHux mporecis.

KuiouoBi ciioBa: HallioHaJIbHA 1IEHTHYHICTB, HAL[IOHAJIbHA Oe311eKa, MKHAPOHA Oe3I1eKa, CyCITiIbHA 3TypTOBaHICTb,
CKOHOMIYHa CTilKicTh, ABCTpisi, HiMmeuunHa.

Problem statement. Modern global and geopolitical competition, economic instability, the transformation
transformations are substantially changing the conditions of the international order, and the increasing number
for ensuring national and international security. of external and internal challenges have intensified the
Growing international interdependence, technological search for factors that determine the internal resilience
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and strategic capacity of states. Under these conditions,
not only material resources, economic potential, and
military capabilities are of particular importance, but also
intangible factors that can ensure social consolidation
and the coherence of long-term national priorities.

One such factor is national identity. Under
contemporary conditions, it may be regarded not only
as a socio-cultural characteristic of society but also as
an important element of a state’s internal resilience.
National identity is shaped by historical experience,
societal values, political and social institutions, and
economic processes, influencing the patterns of societal
self-identification and attitudes towards national interests
and strategic development goals.

In this context, national identity acquires not
only socio-cultural and political but also economic
significance. Shared fundamental values, perceptions of
national interests, and long-term development goals can
contribute to social consolidation, strengthen trust in state
institutions, and enhance their capacity to implement
strategic decisions. In turn, institutional resilience and
social cohesion create important preconditions for
developing a state’s strategic autonomy and for the
consistent prioritization of national interests in economic
policy.

In economic terms, this refers to a state’s ability
to ensure the resilience of the national economy,
reduce critical external dependencies, support strategic
sectors, and create long-term conditions for stable
economic development. Thus, national identity can
indirectly influence a state’s economic resilience and
strategic capacity through mechanisms such as social
consolidation, institutional trust, and the alignment of
societal and national priorities.

In turn, economic resilience, institutional stability,
and a state's ability to independently determine its
strategic development priorities form an important
foundation for national security. In an interdependent
international environment, the internal resilience
of individual states may also affect the stability of
the broader regional and international environment.
Therefore, the study of national identity as a factor in
social consolidation, economic resilience, and strategic
capacity is particularly relevant in the context of
contemporary global and geopolitical transformations.

In this context, the experience of Austria and Germany
is of particular scientific interest. Both countries are
developed European states deeply integrated into the
European and international economic environment;
however, their models of national identity formation
differ significantly in historical and institutional terms.
The study of these models makes it possible to identify
how national identity can be integrated with European
integration, democratic values, and openness to
international cooperation while retaining its significance
for the state’s internal resilience and strategic capacity.

Thus, the research task is to identify the specific
features of national identity in Austria and Germany
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and substantiate its significance for social consolidation,
economic and institutional resilience, strategic capacity,
and the maintenance of national and international
security under conditions of contemporary global and
geopolitical transformations.

Analysis of recent research and publications. The
issue of national identity is interdisciplinary and has been
explored in political science, sociology, history, cultural
studies, and national security research. In academic
literature, national identity is understood as a complex
phenomenon encompassing awareness of belonging
to a particular nation, a shared historical experience,
culture, values, political institutions, and perceptions
of a common future. Denys Sladkyi, summarizing the
main theoretical approaches, distinguishes between
the cultural and civic-political components of national
identity and emphasizes its importance for social
consolidation and the formation of the architecture of
national and international security [3].

An important area of research concerns the
relationship between national identity and globalization
processes. Yu. Holoven and H. Bukanov note that
globalization has a dual impact on national identity:
on the one hand, it promotes the economic, political,
and legal integration of states, while on the other, it
highlights the need to preserve national cultural, social,
and political characteristics. The authors emphasize that
this interaction is directly related to political stability,
the ability of states to adapt to global change, and social
cohesion [1].

A separate group of studies examines national
identity through the prism of national interests and
security. O. Levchuk and V. Kovalenko associate the
definition and implementation of national interests
with ensuring economic security, state sovereignty, and
long-term socio-economic development. In their view,
national interests are shaped by the history, traditions,
cultural characteristics, and value orientations of society
and serve as guidelines for determining the strategic
priorities of public policy [2].

Contemporary international research has increasingly
focused on the relationship between national and
European identities. Studies of European societies show
that national and European identities are not necessarily
in conflict; for a considerable proportion of citizens,
these identities coexist simultaneously. The content and
strength of national identification may influence attitudes
towards European institutions, integration processes,
and common European policies [14].

Particular interest for the present study lies in research
focusing on Austria and Germany. Martin Tschiggerl
demonstrates that modern Austrian national identity
was largely shaped after the Second World War through
the construction of a distinct Austrian national narrative
and a process of differentiation from German identity.
This historical experience has significantly influenced
the specific characteristics of the contemporary Austrian
model of national self-identification [11]. In contrast,
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Eric Uslaner’s research demonstrates differences
between Austria and Germany in contemporary
understandings of national belonging, political identity,
and attitudes towards nationalism. The author primarily
associates these differences with the distinct historical
experiences of the two countries after the Second World
War [12].

At the same time, an analysis of the existing academic
literature indicates that the economic dimension of
national identity and its relationship with national security
remain insufficiently explored. Most studies focus on the
cultural, political, historical, or social aspects of identity,
while the potential influence of identity on social
consolidation, institutional trust, strategic autonomy,
economic resilience, and the capacity of states to respond
to external challenges has been examined only in a
fragmentary way. Comparative analyses of Austria and
Germany also remain insufficiently developed, despite
the fact that these countries share a closely related
historical and cultural context while demonstrating
different models of national identity formation and their
interaction with European integration.

This research gap determines the direction of the
present study, in which the national identities of Austria
and Germany are considered not only as socio-cultural
phenomena but also as potential strategic resources
that, through social cohesion, institutional resilience,
and economic capacity, may influence the provision of
national and international security.

The purpose of the article is to identify the
characteristics of national identity in Austria and
Germany and to substantiate its role in ensuring national
and international security in the context of contemporary
global and geopolitical transformations. To achieve this
purpose, the following tasks are defined: to clarify the
theoretical relationship between national identity, social
cohesion, and institutional and economic resilience;
to examine the specific features of the formation of
national identity models in Austria and Germany; to
determine the influence of historical, institutional, and
socio-economic factors on their contemporary content;
to analyse the relationship between national identity,
economic resilience, and the strategic capacity of the
state; and to identify its significance for strengthening
national security and the stability of the international
environment.

Presentation of the main research findings.
National identity in contemporary conditions should be
regarded as a complex social phenomenon that extends
beyond cultural and historical self-identification. Its
significance for the functioning of the state is determined
by its capacity to shape a shared understanding of
fundamental values, societal priorities, and long-term
development goals. Where there is a sufficient degree of
commonality in identification patterns, national identity
may serve as a factor in social cohesion, creating
conditions to strengthen institutional trust and foster
interaction between the state and society [7; 13].
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This relationship becomes particularly important in
the context of growing global instability and increasing
security challenges. A state's ability to implement
long-term strategic decisions depends not only on the
availability of material resources but also on the level
of public support for such decisions, trust in institutions,
and the willingness of different social groups to align
their own interests with broader national objectives.
National identity may be regarded as one of the
intangible resources contributing to the formation of a
state's strategic capacity.

At the same time, the mechanism of such influence
is not direct. National identity does not automatically
ensure a higher level of security or economic resilience.
Its potential is realised through a number of interrelated
social, institutional, and economic mechanisms. Social
cohesion can strengthen trust in public institutions;
institutional trust can enhance the state's capacity to
pursue consistent policies; and the alignment of societal
and national priorities can create conditions for long-
term strategic planning.

In the economic sphere, this mechanism manifests
in the state's capacity to define and consistently pursue
its own strategic priorities. Public support for long-
term economic decisions creates favorable conditions
for the development of strategic sectors, investment
in human and technological capacity, the reduction of
critical external dependencies, and the formation of a
more resilient national economic structure [10]. Thus,
economic resilience in this context is not only the result
of effective economic policy but also a manifestation of
the state's overall strategic capacity.

The interrelationship between these components
can be presented as a sequential mechanism in which
national identity creates the preconditions for social
cohesion, while the latter contributes to strengthening
institutional trust and the state's capacity to pursue
long-term priorities. At the economic level, this creates
conditions for strengthening strategic autonomy and
economic resilience, which, in turn, enhances the state’s
ability to withstand internal and external threats. In a
broader sense, a state’s internal resilience creates the
conditions for its stable participation in the international
environment and may contribute positively to regional
and international security. The proposed mechanism
linking national identity, economic resilience, and state
security is presented in Figure 1.

Austria and Germany represent a particularly
interesting case for a comparative analysis of national
identity. Both countries share close historical, cultural,
and linguistic ties, are developed democratic states of
the European Union, and are characterized by a high
degree of integration into the European economic
and political space. At the same time, the formation
of their contemporary national identities took place
under different historical and institutional conditions,
resulting in differences in the content of national self-
identification, attitudes toward the state, the historical
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NATIONAL IDENTITY

SOCIAL CONSOLIDATION

INSTITUTIONAL RESILIENCE

e Strategic autonomy

STRATEGIC CAPACITY

e Prioritization of national interests
e Long-term strategic planning

ECONOMIC RESILIENCE

e Reduction of critical dependencies
e Support for strategic sectors
e Stability of economic development

NATIONAL SECURITY

INTERNATIONAL STABILITY

Figure 1. Conceptual model of the impact of national
identity on strategic capacity and state security

Source: developed by the author

past, and European integration. Research also shows that
national identity is not a homogeneous characteristic: its
specific configurations may be associated with support
for European integration and broader forms of political
identification in different ways (Table 1).

Historical experience is of decisive importance
for understanding the specific features of national
identity in both countries. In Germany, the formation
of contemporary national identity has largely taken
place through a reassessment of the consequences of
the Second World War and the experience of National
Socialism. In the post-war period, democratic values,
constitutionalism, the protection of human rights, and
a responsible approach to the historical past acquired
particular importance. Researchers note that the German
model of state and political identity is largely based on a
commitment to liberal democracy and the constitutional
order [12].

The Austrian model of national identity developed
along a different trajectory. Its formation took place
under conditions of transformation following the
dissolution of the multinational Austro-Hungarian
Monarchy and, in the second half of the twentieth
century, through the gradual consolidation of a distinct
Austrian national consciousness. Statehood, neutrality,
democratic traditions, and social partnership became
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important elements of Austrian identity. Academic
research emphasizes that Austrian identity has
historically developed in close connection with the
specific features of state formation and the country’s
institutional development [11].

At the same time, a common characteristic of Austria
and Germany is the need to combine national identity
with a broader European dimension. Contemporary
research indicates that national and European identities
are not necessarily mutually exclusive. The influence of
national self-identification on citizens’ attitudes toward
European integration depends not only on the strength
of such identification but also on the specific content and
type of national identity [5]. Thus, national identity can
be combined with support for supranational cooperation
when it is predominantly civic, democratic, and inclusive
in character.

Importantly, the differences between Austria and
Germany do not indicate the existence of fundamentally
different models of national resilience. On the contrary,
both countries demonstrate that under contemporary
European conditions, national identity is shaped at
the intersection of historical memory, democratic
institutions, social trust, and European integration.
At the same time, their different historical trajectories
influence the mechanisms of social cohesion, attitudes
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Table 1
National Identity and Institutional Characteristics of Austria and Germany
Criterion Austria Germany
Historical Formation of a distinct Austrian national The formation of contemporary identity was
If)rerequlsltes . identity following the dissolution of the Austro- largely shaped by a reassessment
or the formation Hunearian Monarchy and. particularly. after the of the experience of National Socialism,
of contemporary g yand, p ¥ the division of the country,

national identity

Second World War

and its subsequent reunification

Dominant character
of national
self-identification

A combination of cultural and historical
characteristics, statehood, neutrality,
and European belonging

Predominantly a civic-political model closely
associated with democratic
and constitutional values

Attitudes toward
the historical past

A prolonged transformation of public
perceptions of Austria’s role in the events

Active and institutionalized reassessment
of historical responsibility

of the twentieth century

Institutional . . . . Constitutional democracy, federalism,
. Federalism, social partnership, democratic
foundations e o - the rule of law, and a strong culture of
. . institutions, and the tradition of neutrality P
of identity democratic institutions

European dimension
integration may vary

National identity coexists with European
identification, although attitudes toward deeper

European integration is an important element
of post-war political and state identity

Key contemporary
challenges

of traditional identity models

Migration processes, social differentiation,
political polarization, and the transformation

Migration, regional differences, political
polarization, and debates over the content
of contemporary German identity

Source: compiled by the author based on [8—9]

toward national interests, and the nature of interaction
between the national and supranational levels.

National identity can be viewed not only as a set of
cultural, historical, and symbolic characteristics of a
particular community but also as an important intangible
resource that affects the internal resilience and strategic
capacity of the state. Shared basic values, perceptions
of national interests, and long-term development goals
can contribute to social consolidation, the development
of trust in state institutions, and society’s readiness for
collective action in conditions of crises and external
challenges [13]. In this context, national identity
becomes one of the factors that indirectly influences
the quality of governance, the consistency of strategic
policy, and society’s ability to support long-term national
priorities.

The economic dimension of this relationship lies
in the fact that social cohesion and institutional trust
create favorable conditions for the implementation
of a consistent economic policy. Where there is a
shared vision of the state’s strategic interests, the
potential to establish long-term priorities in industrial,
technological, innovation, and investment policy
increases. This, in turn, can help strengthen strategic
autonomy, develop domestic economic capabilities,
reduce critical dependencies, and enhance the state’s
economic resilience.

An important mechanism of this influence is
institutional trust. A high level of trust between
society and state institutions facilitates more effective
coordination of actions in crisis situations, increases
society’s willingness to support necessary strategic
decisions, and reduces internal fragmentation. From
a security perspective, this strengthens the state’s
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capacity to mobilize resources and coordinate social and
economic processes in response to external challenges.

At the same time, national identity should not be
viewed as a factor of economic or political isolation.
Under contemporary conditions, its strengthening can be
combined with a state’s participation in international and
regional integration. This is particularly important for
Austria and Germany, where national identity models
operate in close interaction with European identity and
shared democratic values. Identification at the European
level can contribute to the development of international
cooperation, the strengthening of political and economic
ties, the diversification of foreign economic relations,
and, consequently, the enhancement of stability across
the broader regional space.

The main mechanisms underlying the relationship
between national identity, economic resilience, and state
security are summarized in Table 2.

As shown in Table 2, the impact of national identity
on economic and security resilience is predominantly
indirect. It is realized through a system of interconnected
mechanisms, among which social cohesion, institutional
trust, the ability to identify common strategic priorities,
and readiness for collective responses to crises play
a particularly important role. Thus, national identity
can provide a societal foundation for the development
of consistent state policy and the strengthening of the
strategic capacity of the state.

For Austria and Germany, it is important that the
strengthening of national identity takes place in the
context of active participation in European integration
processes. This demonstrates the possibility of
combining national interests with broader mechanisms
of international cooperation [14]. Accordingly,
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Table 2

Mechanisms of the Impact of National Identity on Economic and Security Resilience

National identity Mechanism of influence

Economic effect Security effect

Social cohesion
and readiness
for collective action

Shared values and societal
perceptions

Institutional and domestic
political stability

Consistency of strategic
economic policy

Identification and
prioritization of strategic
development areas

Awareness of national
economic interests

Strengthening strategic
autonomy and reducing
critical dependencies

Enhanced economic
security

Increased capacity
for coordination
and response to crises

Trust in state institutions

More efficient use of
economic and societal
resources

Enhanced national
resilience and security

A combination of national
and European identities

Development of international
and regional cooperation

Diversification of economic
ties and expansion of
development opportunities

Strengthening international
and regional stability

Source: compiled by the author based on [3—4; 6; 10]

contemporary national identity can perform a
dual function: on the one hand, ensuring internal
social and institutional consolidation, and on the other,
creating the conditions for the state’s constructive
participation in international political, economic, and
security processes.

Therefore, the relationship between national identity
and security should be considered within a broader
system of interaction among social, institutional, and
economic factors. National identity in itself does not
determine the level of a state’s economic or security
capacity; however, it can serve as an important intangible
resource that contributes to social consolidation, the
formation of strategic priorities, and the strengthening
of institutional resilience. Taken together, these factors
create the conditions for enhancing economic resilience
and national security and, through the stability of
individual states, may also influence the state of regional
and international security.

Conclusions. The conducted research allows us to
conclude that, amid contemporary global and geopolitical
transformations, national identity is gaining importance
as a strategic intangible resource of the state. Its
influence extends beyond the sociocultural and political
spheres to encompass processes of social consolidation,
the formation of institutional trust, the determination
of long-term national priorities, the maintenance of
economic resilience, and the strengthening of the
security capacity of the state.

A comparative analysis of Austria and Germany has
shown that national identity in contemporary European
states is shaped by a complex interaction of historical,
political, socioeconomic, and integration-related factors.
A common feature of both countries is the combination of
national identity with democratic and European values.
At the same time, differences in historical experience,
state-building processes, and institutional development
determine the specific characteristics of the national
identity models of Austria and Germany.

The study has established that national identity can
influence the state’s economic and security resilience
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through several interconnected mechanisms. Shared
basic values and perceptions of national interests
contribute to social cohesion and increased trust in state
institutions. This, in turn, creates conditions for greater
consistency in state policy and the implementation
of long-term strategic decisions. The alignment of
societal and national priorities may also contribute to
the development of strategic autonomy, the reduction
of critical dependencies on external factors, and the
strengthening of economic security.

The relationship between national identity and
economic resilience is of particular importance.
The ability of society to support long-term national
goals, adapt to crisis situations, and maintain trust in
institutions is an important prerequisite for the stable
functioning of the economy. In this context, national
identity can be regarded as one of the factors contributing
to the formation of the state’s internal capacity to ensure
the consistent implementation of strategic economic,
technological, and institutional priorities.

At the same time, the findings confirm that
strengthening national identity should not be equated
with isolationism or with setting national interests
against international cooperation. The experiences of
Austria and Germany demonstrate the possibility of
combining national identity with European integration
and participation in international economic and
political processes. Under contemporary conditions, a
multilayered identity can simultaneously strengthen the
state’s internal resilience and its capacity for international
cooperation.

Thus, the scientific novelty of the study lies in the
systematic examination of national identity as a factor
in the strategic capacity of the state, which, through
mechanisms of social cohesion, institutional trust, the
alignment of national priorities, and economic resilience,
helps ensure national and international security. The
practical significance of the findings lies in their
potential to inform the formulation of state policy in the
areas of national security, social integration, economic
resilience, and strategic development.
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Future research should focus on developing a system a deeper examination of the mechanisms through

of qualitative and quantitative indicators to assess the which national identity is transformed under conditions
impact of national identity on the state’s economic and of increasing global interdependence, geopolitical
security resilience, as well as expanding comparative instability, and changes in the contemporary international
analysis to other European countries. This would enable security architecture.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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